
 

    

POKER. CROWN’S BIG DEAL!  
C r ow n ’s A u ssie  Million s P ok e r  C h amp ion sh ip  ~  14 -3 1 J an u ar y  2010 

 

 

M elbourne, Australia. 30  Novem ber 20 0 9.    C r ow n ’s h u g e ly  p op u lar  ‘A u ssie  Million s P ok e r  

C h amp ion sh ip ’ w it h  an  e x p an d e d  sc h e d u le  of 20 e v e n t s, w ill se e  t h e  w or ld ’s p ok e r  e lit e  tan g le  w it h  

on lin e  q u alif ie r s, c ash e d -u p  loc als an d  t h e  od d  c e le b r it y  ov e r  a p e r iod  of 18  d ay s star t in g  on  

T h u r sd ay  14  J an u ar y  2010.   

 

“C r ow n  is an n ou n c in g  an  e x p e c t e d  f ir st  p r iz e  of $2.5 million  for  t h e  ‘Main  E v e n t ’ w h ic h  w ill f u r t h e r  

e n t r e n c h  C r ow n ’s A u ssie  Million s P ok e r  C h amp ion sh ip  as on e  of t h e  most  p r e st ig iou s p ok e r  

tou r n ame n ts in  t h e  w or ld  an d  g iv e s it  t h e  stat u s it  d e se r v e s on  Me lb ou r n e ’s major  e v e n t s p r og r am. 

C r ow n ’s A u ssie  Million s is n ow  sh ar in g  t h e  lime lig h t  w it h  some  of V ic tor ia’s ot h e r  major  e v e n t s 

in c lu d in g  t h e  Me lb ou r n e  C u p  at  $3 .3  million , A u st r alian  O p e n  at  $2 million , an d  t h e  A F L G r an d  F in al 

at  $1 million  in  p r iz e  mon e y ”  said  C r ow n ’s C h ie f  E x e c u t iv e  O f f ic e r  Mr  D av id  C ou r t n e y . 

 

O u t sid e  of t h e  W or ld  Se r ie s of P ok e r , C r ow n ’s A u ssie  Million s is r e g ar d e d  b y  man y  as t h e  b e st  

p ok e r  se r ie s in  t h e  w or ld . T h e  tou r n ame n t  tak e s p lac e  d u r in g  t h e  A u ssie  su mme r  t ime  mak in g  t h is 

on e  of t h e  b e st  t ime s to v isit  A u st r alia. D u r in g  t h e  A u ssie  Million s, t h e  A u st r alian  O p e n  T e n n is 

C h amp ion sh ip  is also tak in g  p lac e , g iv in g  p ar t ic ip an ts e v e n  mor e  r e ason s to v isit  Me lb ou r n e . 

 

A u st r alia is w e ll an d  t r u ly  sw e p t  u p  in  t h e  g lob al p ok e r  f r e n z y , w h e r e  p u n t e r s, c e le b r it ie s an d  p r os 

ar e  all c ap t iv at e d  b y  t h e  g lit t e r  of C r ow n ’s A u ssie  Million ’s million  d ollar  p ot  of g old  an d  t h e  

at t r ac t ion  of  t h e  2010 A u ssie  Million s P ok e r  C h amp ion sh ip  is h ar d  to r e sist , e sp e c ially  w it h  a total 

p r iz e  p ool of almost  $15 million . 

 

“H u g e  g r ow t h  in  t h e  n u mb e r  of ov e r all p ar t ic ip an t s is e x p e c t e d , r e f le c t in g  t h e  in c r e asin g  p op u lar it y  

of t h e  g ame  loc ally  an d  in t e r n at ion ally  w it h  an  e st imat e d  2,500 in d iv id u al e n t r an ts se t  to p ar t ic ip at e  

in  t h e  t w o an d  a h alf  w e e k  se r ie s, in c lu d in g  an  e st imat e d  1,000 for  t h e  ‘Main  E v e n t ’”  said  Mr  

C ou r t n e y .  

 

Mor e  t h an  600 in t e r n at ion al p lay e r s ar e  e x p e c t e d  to at t e n d  in c lu d in g  p lay e r s f r om t h e  U n it e d  

Stat e s, E n g lan d , Ir e lan d , Sou t h  A f r ic a, Sc an d in av ia, C an ad a, Isr ae l, E ston ia, P or t u g al an d  R u ssia. 

 

“In  J an u ar y  2009 , C r ow n ’s A u ssie  Million s g e n e r at e d  ap p r ox imat e ly  8 ,000 r oom n ig h t s ac r oss 

Me lb ou r n e , in c lu d in g  ov e r  5,000 at  C r ow n  alon e . T h e  e v e n t  w as filme d  an d  d e v e lop e d  in to a 

t e le v ision  se r ie s b y  U S b r oad c ast e r s F ox  Sp or ts N e t w or k  for  an  in t e r n at ion al au d ie n c e  of ov e r  100 

million . W it h  14 3  me mb e r s of t h e  me d ia (b r oad c ast , p r in t , r ad io &  in t e r n e t ) ac c r e d it e d  (4 3  

in t e r n at ion al, 100 A u st r alian ) c ov e r ag e  of t h e  e v e n t  w as e x t e n siv e . 2010 w ill se e  t h e  p r od u c t ion  b e  

e x p an d e d  in to t h e  U S an d  in t r od u c t ion  of  t h e  E u r op e an  mar k e t , t h at  w ill f u r t h e r  in c r e ase  t h e  

au d ie n c e  an d  e x p osu r e  of Me lb ou r n e  an d  C r ow n .”  said  Mr  C ou r t n e y .  

 

Mak in g  it  all h ap p e n  b e h in d  t h e  sc e n e s w e r e  ov e r  6,200 me mb e r s of staff , in c lu d in g  3 8 4  p ok e r  

d e ale r s, 62 G ame  Su p e r v isor s, 3 0 p it  b osse s an d  20 op e r at ion s staff , alon g  w it h  t h e  14 .5 million  

h an d s of p ok e r  t h at  h av e  b e e n  d e alt  at  C r ow n  ov e r  t h e  p ast  t e n  y e ar s. 

 

 



 

 

 

F amou s fac e s t h at  h it  t h e  f e lt  d u r in g  t h e  A u ssie  Million s in  J an u ar y  in c lu d e d  U S ac tor s J e n n if e r  T illy , 

Mic h ae l V ar tan  an d  Sh an n on  E liz ab e t h  alon g  w it h  Sh an e  W ar n e , B r ian  Mc F ad d e n , R u b y  R ose , G r an t  

Smilie , Mic h ae l K lim, Lu k e  H od g e , an d  C h r istop h e r  C h r on is.   

 

W in n in g  t h e  ‘Main  E v e n t ’ at  C r ow n ’s A u ssie  Million s mak e s in stan t  star s an d  oft e n  in stan t  

million air e s ou t  of t h ose  w it h  a d r e am an d  t h e  d e t e r min at ion  to ou tman oe u v r e  an d  ou t last  t h e  

c omp e t it ion . D ay  1 of  t h e  ‘Main  E v e n t ’ w ill c omme n c e  on  Su n d ay  24  J an u ar y  2010, an d  w ill b e  

d e v e lop e d  in to a t e le v ision  se r ie s for  n at ion al an d  in t e r n at ion al au d ie n c e s.  

 

In  J an u ar y  2009 , an  in c r e d ib le  f ie ld  of 68 1 e n t r an ts c omp e t e d  in  t h e  ‘Main  E v e n t ’ w it h  a p r iz e  p ool of 

$6.8 1 million . U n k n ow n  p lay e r  w h o’s se t  to r e t u r n  in  J an u ar y  to d e f e n d  h is t it le  is, St e w ar t  Sc ot t  

h ailin g  f r om N or t h e r n  N e w  Sou t h  W ale s, w h o w alk e d  aw ay  w it h  a c ool $2 million  for  h is e f for ts, t h e  

lar g e st  p r iz e  e v e r  aw ar d e d  in  a liv e  p ok e r  tou r n ame n t  in  t h e  Sou t h e r n  H e misp h e r e .  

 

Le g ion s of loc als h av e  b e e n  sw e p t  u p  in  t h e  A u st r alian  p ok e r  b oom t h at  w as ig n it e d  w h e n  

Me lb ou r n ian  an d  C r ow n  amb assad or  J oe  H ac h e m b e c ame  t h e  2005 W or ld  Se r ie s of P ok e r  

C h amp ion , sc oop in g  u p  a c ool $10 million  in  p r iz e  mon e y  for  h is e f for ts. H ow e v e r , p lay e r s an d  

ar ou n d  t h e  w or ld , h av e  b e e n  in  it s g r asp  on lin e  in  stag g e r in g  n u mb e r s for  y e ar s n ow . T h e  se n sat ion  

k n ow n  as T e x as H old e m h as b e c ome  a fav ou r it e  ov e r  t h e  p ast  d e c ad e . Mad e -for -t e le v ision  

tou r n ame n ts, w h e r e  c on c e ale d  c ame r as r e v e al e ac h  p lay e r ’s c ar d s to t h e  v ie w e r , h av e  e le v at e d  t h e  

g ame  to a sp e c tac u lar  sp or t  an d  op e n e d  u p  a p lay e r s-e y e -v ie w  an d  it s p op u lar it y  h as sk y r oc k e t e d . 

 

E n d s.E n d s.E n d s.E n d s.    

 

F or  f u r t h e r  me d ia in for mat ion  p le ase  c on tac t : 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

    

    

    
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

N atash a St ip an ov   

Me d ia R e lat ion s Man ag e r  - G amin g  

C r ow n  E n t e r tain me n t  C omp le x    

T . + 61 3  9 29 2 7 3 17  

M. + 61 4 3 4  18 7  8 28  

E . n atash as@ c r ow n me lb ou r n e .c om.au  

A n n  P e ac oc k  

G e n e r al Man ag e r  - P u b lic  R e lat ion s  

C r ow n  E n t e r tain me n t  C omp le x    

T . + 61 3  9 29 2 7 29 2 

M. + 61 4 12 3 3 4  614  

E . an n p @ c r ow n me lb ou r n e .c om.au  



 

    

    

A B O U T  A B O U T  A B O U T  A B O U T      

C r ow n ’s A u ssie  Million s P ok e r  C h amp ion sh ip  is t h e  lar g e st , r ic h e st  an d  most  p r e st ig iou s g amin g  e v e n t  in  t h e  Sou t h e r n  

H e misp h e r e  an d  is r an k e d  f ift h  in  t h e  w or ld . F e at u r in g  a c omp r e h e n siv e  slat e  of tou r n ame n t s in  e v e r y  major  p ok e r  v ar iat ion , 

t h e  A u ssie  Million s is also p ok e r ’s lon g e st  r u n n in g  tou r n ame n t  in  t h e  Sou t h e r n  H e misp h e r e , d at in g  b ac k  to 19 9 8 .  

 

In  2009 , t h e  e v e n t  at t rac t e d  mor e  t h an  2,500 e n t ran t s f r om a c ast  of n at ion s an d  aw ar d e d  ju st  u n d e r  A U D $18  million  in  p r iz e  

mon e y , as p lay e r s c omp e t e d  for  g ame ’s most  c ov e t e d  t rop h y , t h e  A u ssie  Million s ‘Main  E v e n t ’ C h amp ion .  

 

F A C T S A N D  F IG U R E S F A C T S A N D  F IG U R E S F A C T S A N D  F IG U R E S F A C T S A N D  F IG U R E S     

- T h e  A u ssie  Million s is h e ld  e ac h  J an u ar y  at  C row n  C asin o, in  Me lb ou r n e  A u st ralia  

- T h e  A u ssie  Million s r an k s as t h e  f ift h  lar g e st  p ok e r  tou r n ame n t  in  t h e  w or ld  b y  p lay e r  n u mb e r  

- T h e  c h amp ion sh ip  in c lu d e s ov e r  20 tou r n ame n t s c u lmin at in g  in  t h e  A U D $10,000 ‘Main  E v e n t ’  

- T h e  2010 A u ssie  Million s is e x p e c t e d  to r e ac h  a p r iz e  p ool of almost   A U D $15 million  w it h  an  e x p e c t e d  f ir st  p r iz e  of A U D $2.5 million  

for  t h e  A U D $10,000 ‘Main  E v e n t ’  

- O v e r  2,500 in d iv id u al e n t r an t s w ill p ar t ic ip an t  in  t h e  t w o w e e k  se r ie s of 20 tou r n ame n t s 

- Mor e  t h an  600 in t e r n at ion al v isitor s ar e  e x p e c t e d  to at t e n d  in c lu d in g  p lay e r s f r om t h e  U n it e d  Stat e s, E n g lan d , Ir e lan d , Sou t h  A f r ic a, 

Sc an d in av ia, C an ad a, Israe l, E ston ia, P or t u g al an d  R u ssia 

- H u g e  g r ow t h  in  t h e  n u mb e r  of A u st ralian  p ar t ic ip an t s is e x p e c t e d , r e f le c t in g  t h e  in c r e asin g  p op u lar it y  of t h e  g ame  loc ally  

- T h e  A u ssie  Million s g e n e rat e d  ap p rox imat e ly  8 ,000 r oom n ig h t s ac r oss Me lb ou r n e  in  J an u ar y  2009 , in c lu d in g  ov e r  5,000 at  C r ow n  

alon e  

- T h e  2009  A u ssie  Million s h e ld  t h e  lar g e st , c ash  b u y  in  tou r n ame n t  e v e r  w it h  a A U D $100,500 e v e n t  at t rac t in g  3 0 p lay e r s 

- T h e  A U D $10,000 N o Limit  H old e m ‘Main  E v e n t ’ w ill b e  t e le v ise d  n at ion ally  an d  in t e r n at ion ally   

- It  is e x p e c t e d  t h at  t h e r e  w ill b e  almost  1000 in d iv id u al p lay e r s in  t h e  A U D $10,000 ‘Main  E v e n t ’ 

 

H IST O R Y  H IST O R Y  H IST O R Y  H IST O R Y      

‘T h e  C row n  A u st ralasian  P ok e r  C h amp ion sh ip s’ r e ally  b e c ame  t h e  f ir st  ‘A u ssie  Million s P ok e r  C h amp ion sh ip ’ in  2003 , w h e n  

t h e  e v e n t  w as in c r e ase d  to a A U D $10,000 b u y -in  an d  r e ac h e d  A U D $1 million  in  p r iz e  mon e y . It  w as v e r y  w e ll r e c e iv e d  an d  

su p p or t e d  b y  b ot h  ou r  loc al p lay e r s an d  some  w e ll k n ow n  in t e r n at ion al p lay e r s as w e ll. Sin c e , h as b e e n  r e -b r an d e d  to 

b e c ome  k n ow n  in t e r n at ion ally  as t h e  ‘A u ssie  Million s P ok e r  C h amp ion sh ip ’ an d  h as b e c ome  on e  of t h e  major  stop s on  t h e  

in t e r n at ion al c ir c u it .  

 

T h e  f ir st  A u ssie  Million s w as h e ld  in  19 9 8  w it h  a $1,000 b u y -in  an d  $7 4 k  p r iz e  p ool an d  10 in t e r n at ion al p ar t ic ip an t s main ly  

f r om N e w  Z e alan d . T h e  tou r n ame n t  h as g r ow n  to b e c ome  a major  e v e n t  on  t h e  in t e r n at ion al p ok e r  tou r n ame n t  sc h e d u le . 

 

G R O W T H  O F  T H E  A U D $10,G R O W T H  O F  T H E  A U D $10,G R O W T H  O F  T H E  A U D $10,G R O W T H  O F  T H E  A U D $10,000000 N O  LIMIT  H O LD E M ‘MA IN  E V E N T ’:00 N O  LIMIT  H O LD E M ‘MA IN  E V E N T ’:00 N O  LIMIT  H O LD E M ‘MA IN  E V E N T ’:00 N O  LIMIT  H O LD E M ‘MA IN  E V E N T ’:    

    

D at eD at eD at eD at e     E n t r an t sE n t r an t sE n t r an t sE n t r an t s    ‘Main  E v e n t ’ B u y‘Main  E v e n t ’ B u y‘Main  E v e n t ’ B u y‘Main  E v e n t ’ B u y ----In  In  In  In      P r iz e  P ool  P r iz e  P ool  P r iz e  P ool  P r iz e  P ool      1111stststst  P r iz e   P r iz e   P r iz e   P r iz e      

19 9 8  7 4  $1,100  $8 1,4 00  $25,9 00 

19 9 9  109  $1,500  $163 ,500 $3 8 ,150 

2000 109  $1,500 $163 ,500 $65,225 

2001 101 $1,500 $151,500 $53 ,025 

2002 66 $5,000 $3 3 0,000 $150,000 

2003  122 $10,500 $1.22 million  $3 9 4 ,8 7 0 

2004  13 3  $10,500 $1.3 3  million   $4 26,500 

2005 263  $10,500 $2.63  million  $1,000,000 

2006 4 18  $10,500 $4 .18  million   $1.3  million   

2007  7 4 7  $10,500 $7 .4 7  million   $1.5 million   

2008  7 8 0 $10,500 $7 .8 0 million   $1.65 million   

2009  68 1 $10,500 $6.8 1 million  $2 million  

    

C R O W N  E N T E R T A IN ME N T  C O MP LE X  C R O W N  E N T E R T A IN ME N T  C O MP LE X  C R O W N  E N T E R T A IN ME N T  C O MP LE X  C R O W N  E N T E R T A IN ME N T  C O MP LE X      

C ov e r in g  510,000 sq u ar e  me t r e s (t h e  e q u iv ale n t  of t w o c it y  b loc k s), Me lb ou r n e ’s p r e mie r  e n t e r tain me n t  c omp le x  is 

r e c og n ise d  as on e  of t h e  lar g e st  an d  most  d iv e r se  in  t h e  Sou t h e r n  H e misp h e r e . C row n ’s in t e g r at e d  fac ilit ie s f e at u r e  C row n  

C asin o, w it h  3 50 tab le s an d  2500 g amin g  mac h in e s; C r ow n  T ow e r s, C r ow n  P rome n ad e  an d  C r ow n  Me t r op ol (op e n  mid -2010) 

h ot e ls; t h e  P allad iu m, w h ic h  is A u st r alia’s lar g e st  b allr oom; mor e  t h an  50 r e stau ran t s an d  b ar s; an  e x t e n siv e  c olle c t ion  of 

in t e r n at ion al d e sig n e r  b ou t iq u e s, 14  c in e mas, t w o n ig h t c lu b s, a liv e  e n t e r tain me n t  t h e at r e  an d  C r ow n ’s C ap ital G olf C lu b , 

d e sig n e d  b y  B r it ish  O p e n  c h amp ion  P e t e r  T h omson . B u ilt  at  a c ost  of $2 b illion  in  19 9 7 , C r ow n  is on e  of V ic tor ia’s le ad in g  

tou r ism ic on s at t rac t in g  ov e r  16 million  v isitor s e ac h  y e ar , 12%  f r om ov e r se as, 20%  f r om in t e r stat e .  


